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surface, very artificial. Nor do we all admire Millais' nar-
rative picture " The North-West Passage " or his renowned
" Bubbles ". Yet these pictures had an immense appeal
at the time, such as few modern paintings have. Scarcely
a home but had its copy of " Dignity and Impudence " or
" Wedded Love " or " A Summer Shower ".
Some may think that enthusiasm misplaced, and fail to
see artistic merit in those works, but we ought to recognize
and respect the fact that the immense success of Victorian
painters was at least a tribute to the importance which that
age attached to art. A few men still stand out, whom
moderns recognize as great. Whistler's influence was pro-
found, and his portraits of his mother, and of Carlyle, are
famous.
Rossetti, Burne-Jones, Millais, and Watts, form a separate
and distinctive group. In 1848 when political revolution
broke out all over Europe, a little band of men tried to
produce an artistic revolution in England. Led by William
Morris, Rossetti, and Millais, they formed a " Brotherhood",
The Pre- which they called the Pre-Raphaelite$ because they wished
Raphael- ^ gO ^d to the period before Raphael, considering that
since his day art had gone off on to wrong lines. They
aimed at simplicity of line and form, and opposed the
" fussy" elaboration of mid-Victorian decoration, much
of which was meaningless. They tried, too, to restore a
love of pure colour, and their pictures glowed brilliantly
with vivid tints. Morris was very successful, for he applied
his ideas to the home, and his designs for wallpapers and
stuffs had great influence and are still used. He inspired
one man, Arthur Liberty, to search for and discover the
secret of clear dyes for silks. Burne-Jones and Holmm
Hunt also won larger favour. Though the paintings of the
Brotherhood later lost popularity, yet certainly their de-
structive attacks did rid the world of a mass of Victorian
ugliness. They also represented a genuine and conscious
attack on machine-made things; they stood for the hand-